
YOU WILL NEED
2 pieces 35 x 20 inches Cotton Cambric Fabric (for base)
1 piece 35 x 20 inches Wadding
1 piece 35 x 20 inches Lining Fabric
2 pieces Leatherite Bag handles or Cross Grain Ribbon 26 inches
Measuring Ruler And Fabric Pencil
Fabric Cutting Scissors and Pins
Fabric Iron 

Why buy an expensive Tote Bag, when you can create a beautiful customized bag in just two hours! 

Quilted Bag

Skill level:  
Intermediate

MACHINE: Any Usha 
Janome Automatic 
Zig-Zag Sewing Machine

Time:  
    2 hours



STEP 1: Cut the base fabric, lining and wadding fabric as per the measurements.
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STEP2: Sandwich the wadding between the two layers of base fabric, keeping wrong sides of 
the fabric together. Fix the position using pins.

STEP3: Set your Sewing Machine to maximum stitch length and sew a Basting* stitch, 
 on all the sides. 

TIP: Remember to  
pull out the pins 

as you sew.

*Basting refers to sewing temporary long stitches, which can be removed later. This method is used 
to fix the position of fabrics together for alignment.



STEP 5: Fold and pin the fabric in half (widthwise) and sew the two open opposites sides of the 
fabric leaving a space of ½ inch from the edge.

STEP4: Mark a series of vertical and horizontal lines, keeping a space of 1 ½ inch between 
each line. This will form a chequered pattern, as shown. Now begin quilting by sewing over the 
marked lines. 
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STEP 6: To make box corners, pinch 
and pull apart the bottom corners of 
the base fabric. When you pull the 
fabric, it will make a little triangular 
shape. Measure 3.5 inches from the tip 
of the triangle, mark a horizontal line 
and sew over it, as shown.

STEP 7: Similarly create a matching 
triangle at the other corner and repeat 
the process. Next cut both the corners, 
as shown.

STEP 8: Repeat steps 4, 5 and 6 for the lining fabric, to have two similar bag-shapes. 
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TIP: While cutting 
make sure not to 
cut the stitches.



STEP 9: Leaving a space of 5.5 inches from both sides sew a bag strap on the base fabric. 
Similarly attach the second strap on the other side of the base fabric, as shown. 

STEP 10: Insert the lining fabric into the base fabric, keeping their right sides together.

STEP 11:  Fix their (base and 
lining fabric) position using pins; 
and sew all around the top of the 
bag, leaving a 6-inch opening for 
the turning the bag right side out.
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STEP 12: Turn the bag right side out through the opening and thereafter close the opening by 
a hand stitch. Tuck the lining inside the bag.

 STEP 13: Press the bag 
well, using a Fabric Iron. 
Lastly, leaving a space of ¼ 
inch from the edge stitch all 
around the bag. This is called 
a Top Stitch.



BINGO! Your Quilted Bag is ready to be flaunted. You can opt to further decorate it 
with patches or appliques. 


